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This book is pregnant with all details regarding the social marriages, popularly called as Self- 
Respect Marriages. While disowning the priestly marriages and mean ingless rituals 
performed by the ‘Brahmin priests; Thanthai Periyar E. V. Ramasami effectively changed the 
system of marriage in South India. The change was not effec ted easily. Thanthai Periyar 
had to face many obstacles. At last when the late lamented chairsmatic leader Peraringnar 
Anna became the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Self-Respect or social marriages came to be 


recognised by law as legal and valid. 


Of the most important achievements of Thanthai Periyar E. V. Ramasami this reform of 
marriages based purely on rationalism is of very great significance. We have gathered 
important portions of Thanthai Periyar's speeches delivered during the celebration of 


marriages. 


The book will be very useful for the reader to acquaint with facts and later on propagate the 
ideals of Thanthai Periyar; till a death-blow is given to the senseless rituals, meaningless 


customs and absurd practices in the performance of marriages by Brahmin priests. 


This is a translation of the Tamil book "Vazhkai Thunai Nalam" Read and Propagate. 
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MARRIAGE REFORMS 


The bride and the bridegroom are together seated here. They are here to declare their 
agreement as partners in life before us. They love one another, and long to lead their life 
together as life-partners. Very shortly they will declare before us the terms of partnership. It 
is like joint partnership between two friends in a business. Any agreement between two 
partners in a business, if it is made after commencing the business, generally leads to 
difficulties. So the couple here. want to make the agreement even before they start their joint 
partner ship in life. It is quite natural to plan things before embarking on joint efforts and joint 
business. It is absolutely a wise measure. It is quite essential to think over and plan, before 


the agreement is made. That alone will lead to good prospects in partnership. 


MARRIAGE ITSELF IS A BUSINESS AGREEMENT 


Leading the life is also like a business. Even as you need money and hard work for success 
in any business, you need a male and a female knitted together by the hearts for a 


contented happy life. 


Two men or two women cannot unite together to lead a family life. Nature itself will not 
tolerate it. It is quite common in nature and particularly amongst living beings, for a male and 
female to unite together. Nature has created the two sexes for reproduction. So, both male 
and female would naturally unite together. It is so, not only amongst living beings, but also 
amongst plants. They too go on reproducing. When a seed is sown, it sprouts out leaves and 
it becomes a plant or tree. It spreads from the trunk, many branches and later flowers 
blossom. Then you get the fruits. From the fruits again the seeds come. This goes on 


eternally. - This is common to all living beings and plants and vegetation all over the world. 


NATURAL 


Human beings are also like that. Man is born as a child. The child grows into a youth. The 
youth covets a girl. Because of their union a child is born. The born child grows and behaves 
like the parents. This is the way of all living things. The underlying principle is the 
continuance of all species in the universe by way of reproduction. Animals are also like 
human beings. Young ones are born. They grow. They join with the other sex and again 
young ones are born. They grow and the circle of reproduction goes on. Even birds are like 
that. Young ones come from the eggs. They grow and join with the other sex. Again they lay 
eggs and young ones come out. It is said that even the green vegetation and plants also 
behave like this. It is said that the pollen from one flower is carried to another either by wind 
or insects which leads to the for mation of fruits and seeds. This is known to all. There is 


nothing in this that is not understandable. 


Even though you find this almost common amongst all living species, yet we find a slight 
difference among human beings. Other living beings unite whenever necessary. They are in 
union whenever such an opport unity arises. This is how living being's go on reproduc ing. 
But in the case of human beings, the male and the female have to unite together and lead a 
partnership life, for the purpose of reproduction. The reason for this is that human beings are 
rational beings. Because human beings are endowed with rationalism, they have their own 
way of life. They have adopted certain ways for the order of reproduction. For that man or 
woman seeks some comforts for life. It is the human beings who prepare and eat the food. 
Other living beings do not cook the food. They eat what is available in nature. Human beings 
alone wear jewels and dress. Other living beings do not seek ornaments and dress, to pride 
over their beauty. They cannot create anything for artificial beauty. Human beings live in 


houses. Because of this intellect, that have chosen the partnership way of life. Because of 


the fact that human beings are rational minded, they have charted out many plans and ways 
of life. To accomplish the aims and aspirations it is not possible for a solitary individual to do 
so. One must necessarily go in search of a partner in life. For a good social life one must 
depend on the other and no one can be independent. Life partnership is the only way for the 
human beings to lead a good social life. Considering the indispensability of reproduction and 


life in the society any human being has to go in for a partnership in life. 


WHAT IS MARRIAGE? 


The act of one male and one female entering into the portals of wedded life and their 
agreement and declaration to do so is called marriage. But marriages are celebrated in 
many ways. Is there any necessity for so many different kinds of marriages? No one has so 
far given a decent explanation for all these. Yet people go on doing things to keep up 
tradition or to parade their own prestige. There is no justification for such actions. You find 
various changes taking place in various spheres in the world. Even in the field of marriage, 
you find many changes taking place according to the changing circumstances. In many other 
spheres also, the people are giving up the out-moded practices in conformity with the 


increasing education. 


WAS THERE A WAY OF MARRIAGE FOR TAMILS IN THE PAST? 


Is it possible to specially point out as to what was the practice of Tamils so far as marriages 
are concerned If you question the Pandits they will cite the puranas. They would say that 
Paramasivam married Parvathi and Rama married Sita. What are these puranas? How did 


they come to us? When did these puranas come into vogue? 


How could this be called the Tamils way of cele brating marriages? Is there any proof to 
substantiate it. To be plain the Tamils had no such thing as good day, bad day, good star, 
bad star, good time and bad time. There is nothing in evidence to prove that. To say that the 


marriage will take place at a particular time is itself an unwarranted ritual. 


Muhurtham' (marriage) Natchathiram (star) and Lagnam (time) are not at all Tamil words. 
Tamilians had no years of high own. The story related to the origin of years itself is obscene 
and vulgar. The Tamil-years now in their are said to be born as 60 children because of the 


unison of Narada (male) and Krishna (male). This is revealed in Bagavatham and other 


puranas The Christians have their own years. The Muslims too have their own years. But the 
Tamils do not have their own years. If you ask a Brahmin he will blabber something. He has 
thrust these years on the Tamilians mainly with the objective of ruining the life of Tamils. He 
has paved a way for his living by all these. Out of our ignorance we believe them. This only 


indicates the highest degree of our foolishness. 


| make an appeal to my comrades not to talk any thing as the original ways of the Tamils 
during such occasions as the marriages and so on. Who were the original Tamils ? What 
were their policies? Is there any proof for it. What is the necessity for them now. No one is 
prepared to answer all these queries. Dragging in the ancient Tamils for all these is simply to 
exploit the people. In the name of ancient Tamils these people want to lead a comfortable 
life. They are adepts in making use of things to their benefit. | plainly ask you as to way | 
should worry myself about the ancient Tamils at all. You are also not going to gain anything 
by knowing anything about them. Whatever might have been the god, religion, ideas, habits 
and ways of life of the ancient Tamils, why should we be worried ? What are we going to 


gain ? Please think over and tell me. 


If those, who talk high of the old and ancient Tamils. have any regard for rationalism and if 
they are really intelligent people with the high and independent thinking ability, | like to ask a 
very sensible question. Were not the people of the stone age better than those of the 
barbaric age ? Similarly don't you think that the people of the 20th century have better 
knowledge and experience than those people who lived 4000, 5000 years ago ? Are not 
people of the modern age put to the necessity of changing their ancient ways of life ? So | 
would humbly request you to tell me, in what way the details about the ancient Tamils are 
going to help the people now. In short, a knowledge of ancient Tamils and their ways are of 


no avail to the present day people. Talk of ancient Tamils has only served the purpose of 


keeping the people in darkness. It has only paved a clear royal road for migrators to exploit 
our people. So it has become absolutely necessary for us, social reformers, to keep away 
from the talk of ancient Tamils, Moreover in the present day human society, we the 
rationalists do not depend on any old, antiquated, obsolete information about the ancient 
Tamils. It is our duty to keep them at a distance. Modern society is not“ at all, in the stage of 
learning much from the ancient literature. The views and ways of the ancient Tamils do not 
help to enlighten the modern society. It is the duty of the man to adjust himself according to 
the changing times. He has to keep pace with the changes. To redeem the ignorant masses 
and to save the misgui ded sections, we may quote the ancient ways and means. That is all. 
"We should not allow others to cheat or misguide the people with a knowledge of ancient 
people, Our present day people are not fools. If today we find some of the pandits devoid of 
rationalistic outlook, it is mainly due to their unflinching faith in the old and ancient Tamils. 
There is nothing to be gained by talking high of the ancient Tamils. Moreover it is for the 
people to discard such talks. All that is said of the ancient Tamils have become a matter of 


controversy. 


LOVE MARRIAGE 


Let us now consider about love marriage. The love marriage of the ancient days is nothing 
but an act of animal instinct. Love is a simple thing. To become a slave to love is not suited 
to the modern society. To fall in love instantly and to tolerate the sufferings later on through 
out the life, is not worth living. There can be no happiness by falling a prey to instant love. To 
tell the truth, it is not possible for anybody to restrain love towards others. It is on account of 
the prevalence of social laws that disappointment takes place in life through love. Let us 
leave the love matters to the hearts of individuals. But for partnership in life, mere love alone 
is not enough. Wisdom, affection, conformity, experience and other aspects are important for 
partnership in life. It might have been sufficient for the ancient people to carry on their life 
with mere love. That might have been sufficient for the ancient people as their education was 
not developed. Matching with the advancement of knowledge and education in the modern 
times, marriages must be able to carve out a happy future for the couples. Marriages should 
better the life of individuals throughout their lifetime. It should add to the stature of human life 
and to the inherent human qualities, Merely a particular human instinct alone develops into 
love. For all other aspects of life mere love is not sufficient for the couples to lead a good life. 
So | am of the view that everyone should take into consideration all other aspects in married 
life before deciding on the right life partner for wedded life. The after effects of married life 
play a dominent role in choosing the right partners for life. One should wisely think over the 
nature and standard of one's life and the suitability of the partner's fitness to carve o'it a 
happy and contented life for the couples. That is why | say that there is no need to observe 
the ancient systems of marriages of the Tamils. Similarly there is no necessity to think about 


the Aryan system of marriage. 


Intelligence, experience, and deep thinking are the three essentials needed for modern 
marriages. It does not matter such marriages are like the old or not. Similarly whether they 
are Tamils system or not, it is immaterial. Even if it is the system of the foreigners it does not 


matter. 


When | went to Russia, | found no such arrangement as marriage there. There, the people 
are permitted to live without getting married. The system of free love' is prevalent there. You 
may ask me how it is possible? The people of Russia lead a life without any worry about 
property. They lead a free life without any control from above. Here our people own property. 
We have laws related to legal ownership and legal heirs to property. So our families are 
forced to limitations and restrictions. Religionists proclaim this way of life as the best. There 
is practically no relationship between love and marriage. It is of course wrong to say that a 
girl develops love only after marriage. There is possibility of even virgins developing love. 


Nature cannot prevent an unmarried girl developing the quality of love. 


You ask any pundit how marriages took place in the ancient times. He would reply, “A lad 
strolls in a garden. A virgin girl comes in front of him. Both look at each other. Love 
developes between them. Finally they get married’. Where do you find such marriages now? 
Will anyone ask a virgin to go to the garden nowadays. Have you seen any one giving 
permission to unmarried girls to do so? Even if the door is opened a bit wider one would cry 
‘why are you -keeping the door opened. Come inside’. The girl would be hidden inside the 
house. No one would permit the girl, to go outside freely. So what all the pundits say are 


mere stories: 


The virgin girl would be entrusted to the care of a person chosen by the parents and she has 


got to subordinate herself throughout her « lifetime. Then only she can earn the name as a 


virtuous woman. Nowadays if a boy and a girl meet separately they will be accused of 
stealthy bad life. Is this our old method or new method of love and marriage? No one can 


say because we did not have a particular system so far. 


MARRIAGES AND VARIETIES 


In this invitation it is stated as life partnership deed. In the olden days marriage invitations 
bore the title 'Kannikadana Muhurtham' or "Tara Muhurtham' or :-Vivaha Suba Muhurtham’. 
These names have no bearing to what is now being done in the name of marriages. 
“Kannika Danam means handing over the virgin girl as a gift. Would the brides accept it 
nowadays. We are Tamilians. We are the original inhabitants of this part of the country. Our 
language is Tamil. So why should we betray our mother tongue and go after some other 
language. When once we accept the language of others, we become sons of prostitutes 
(shudras). Ne have no other go than to submit to the rituals prescribed by others. Kannika 
Danam' is not a Tamil word. It is the language of the Northerners. Its meaning is that the 


ladies should be treated as slaves, to - be arbitrarily given to others as a giftable commodity. 


Mostly the high caste people make use of these northern names for marriages. When did 
these northern words come to us. How did they find a place in our language? This 
encroachment should have taken place in the middle or later years only. They have imposed 
a number of rituals. How could we bear the insult of being called as sons of prostitutes for 
thousands of years. Could it be taken lightly as our traditional habit and way. According to 


those rituals and practices we are considered low and inferior. 


Thara Muhurtham' means parting away of a girl as a lost commodity. Is the word 'Dhanam' a 
Tamil word? There is only 'pitchai' meaning alms. There is a different meaning for these two 
words. Anything received as a gift could be used in any manner. Things received as gifts are 
devoid of rights. | ask, why should women be treated like that? Why should women be 
degraded? Moreover anything that is received as a gift could be diaposed off to another 


person. We find proof for it, in the puranas. All these are contained in the word ‘Danam' 


(Gift). One fellow kept his wife as a bet for gambling. One fellow had actually sold his wife. 
‘Tara Muhurtham' gives room for all these things to take place. It is said that one who has 
given a thing as a gift, should not even look at it after handing it over to others. It is said that 
there is no right for it. What is the cause for all these? Why should women be treated with 
such scant respect? Why should such a degradation and disrespect be shown to women. 
What all we are doing is to uplift the status of women. We are for the eradication of all the 
evils heaped on our women. We have avoided such derogatory and demeaning things in our 


marriage system. There is nothing else inconceivable in our way of celebrating marriages. 


We follow whatever is found good and reasonable in the old system. We leave those rituals 
which are meaningless and irrational. Moreover the time has come for such a change to be 
effected in our marriage system. We find plenty of changes taking place in various fields of 
the world. Even as changes take place in other fields, the changes must take place in this 


marriage system also. . 


We have given up the rituals observed in the orthodox marriages, since they are not suited 
to our civilisation and culture. The word "vaitheekam" (orthodox) is a word derived from 
‘veda’. Even as Saivism' came from Shiva and 'Vaishnavism' came from Vishnu, the word 


'Vaitheekam' came from "Veda". 


The word 'Veda' was coined and imposed by Brahmins. We find references to Vedic age in 
the shastras, only. So vedas must have come into exis tence only in the middle. Even then 
the word "Veda" also was brought to light suddenly, without enabling the people to 


understand the real meaning of the word. 


To prevent others from studying the "Veda" strict rules were framed by them. Any non- 


brahmin reading the vedas would be punishable by cutting his tongue. If any one hears the 


brahmins reading the vedas, molten lead was to be poured into his ears. If any one reads 
and understands the vedas his heart was to be scissored out. By creating these rules, they 


terrified others with the result no one was able to know anything about the Vedas. : 


But somehow, the people were made to observe the vedic rights in their daily life. Atleast to 
please others and gain high reputation, people had to say with pride that everything in their 
house is strictly done according to the orthodox vedic rights. Even though the term 
‘vaithekam' (orthodoxy) has come from the Vedas', there seems to be no relationship 
between vedic pres criptions and the orthodox way of doing things. It was only in the olden 
days that people were forbidden to read and carry on research in the Vedas. Then it was 
possible for creating many ways under the guise of orthodoxy. Today it is not so. One can 
easily read the vedas, understand its implications and judge things on their own merits and 
demerits. The real truth about the vedas are now an open secret. So it is absurd to relate 
vedas to the existing orthodox ways. Whatever that took place in the name of Vaitheekam 
(orthodox ways) is nothing but fantastic concoctions by the Brahmins. You find the orthodoxy 
connected only to the puranas. Orthodoxy is simply based on puranas. The way in which 
puranas reveal about the marriages of gods and goddesses, is similar to the marriages 
taking place now in the orthodox families. Puranas are merely cock and bull stories 
fabricated by the Brahmins. They are not real. Nothing in the so-called puranas, is 


acceptable to the Tamils who had a distinct culture and civilisation. 


Puranas were written to depict the culture and civilisation of Brahmins. What all we are able 
to see in puranas represent the Brahmin way of life. But they are not at all concerned or 
related to the culture and civilisation of Tamils. Yet our people are made to follow what all 


the puranas preach. 


| think there must have been a method for a man and a women to commence a wedded life, 


amongst us. There must have been a specific name also for the marriage ceremony. 


When we begin to conduct research on these matters, we find a method expressed by 
Thiruvalluvar in his Kural. He has emphatically given the name as life partnership agreement 
(arbsmads Somer splivijsib) This is what we learn from Kural. Marriage means life 
partnership agreement. The couples are deemed as partners, in life, each living for the other 
through thick and thin. By this, the philosophy behind the marriage is that a male and female 
resolve together and make a mutual agreement that one would live for the other. This is 


what is meant by the interpretation of marriage by Thiruvalluvar. 


Two partners doing a business agree to share the profit and loss. They consent to share 
equally whether there is profit or loss. Similarly couples agree to share equally the good or 
bad in their wedded life. They agree to live through thick and thin. In other words they have 
the right to share the joys and sorrows together. ... Generally speaking married life is not the 
sole monopoly of a male or female. It is the joint responsibility of both. Even the children 
born are not the sole property of the male or the female. There is no child born without a 
male or a female. So both have a qual rights on the children. As such it is absurd to say that 
mother is inferior or father alone is superior. There is no room for such a classification as 
high and low amongst the parents. In the married life a male needs the support of a woman, 
and a woman needs the support of a male. That is partnership. The partner ship is for 


friendship. support and equality. 


According to the dictates of the puranas, only the Brahmins, Khatriyas, and Vaishyas, have 
the right to marry. Shastras acknowledge only these three classes of people to marry. 


Shudras have no right to marry according to the shastras. The marriage celebrated with a 


Brahmin is called the 'purohit marriage’ (Priestly marriage). Priestly marriage means a 
marriage cele brated according to the rites laid down in the puranas. Whereas the marriages 
celebrated by the three classes of people are called as Vaitheeka' (orthodox) marriages 


Vaitheekam means according to the vedas. 


It is quite distinct that the Sudras have no system of marriage. Not only that. They do not 
have any system laid out to them. It is for you to think over how the Sudras celebrate 
marriages now, when there was no system laid out to them. It is for you to think over. You 
might have seen how marriages are celebrated. A Brahmin transforms a sudra to a superior 
class tem po rarily for officiating the marriage ceremony. It is so in the case of other 
ceremonies also. The Brahmin gives a thread (Poonul) to the sudra and promotes him as a 
Khatriya or Vaisya. It is only after this that he conducts the ceremony. This clearly shows 
that Sudras do not have any specific system for themselves, to perform marriages or other 
ceremonies. As things stand we have only two castes-the Brahmin and the Sudra. It is only 
amongst Sudras that there is the sub-division of castes as Mudaliar, Naidu and so on. 
Marriages amongst these sub-castes are intercaste marriages as per the rules of the 


shastras. 


You have only the Brahmin and Sudra castes in the Hindu law. There is no mention made 
about Naidus, Chettiars, Padayachis, Pillais and so no.’ So leaving apart, the Brahmin, all 
others belong to one caste division. That is non-brahmin or Dravidian. If you look according 


to religion and caste we are all sudras. 


It is only the high caste people, who have the right to marry. It means the Brahmins-who 


wear the yarn threads (poonul) who have the right to marry. Sudras have no right to marry. 


This is clearly evident from the judgement in the suit between “Chidambaram Chettiar and 


Rangammal". 


LEGAL OPINION 


Mr. Chidambaram Chettiar lodged a partition suit in favour of his sons. His daughter-in-law 
who married his first wife's son appealed to the court stating that the self-respect marriage is 
illegal. She contested that the property should be divided into two parts. Mr. Chidam baram 
Chettiar lost his second wife also and he married a third wife. He left a will that his third 
wife's children also have a legitimate share in his property. In that suit the learned judge 
remarked "Sudras have no marriage right. To them there is no difference between a wife 
and a concubine. This is clearly substantiated by the sayings of Naradar, Parasarar, 
Yagnavalka in the Manu's Code. As such the marriage of Chidambaram Chettiar is invalid”. 


This is clearly stated in the judgement. 


The lawyer pointed out to the learnect judge, that the marriage was celebrated by fulfilling all 
rituals and religious rites. For that the judge replied “Those rituals are not marriage rituals. 


They are rites performed for divorce. So the said marriage is invalid, 


In another suit the learned judge has clearly stated that the marriage will be deemed legal if 


it was celebrated with some sort of ritual. What a contradiction ? 


At last the lawyer pleaded to the judge like this, “Whether the marriage celebrated is legal or 
not it does not matter. It is enough if some thing is done to my client to get the property. It is 
only after this appeal that the judge considered the matter purely on sympathe tic grounds. 
He said "In that case, | will arrange”. In his judgement he declared, "The sons of the Sudras 


born to the original wife and that of the concubine have the same rights. So | declare that the 


property be divided into four parts enabling you to get three fourths of the property and the 


rest one fourth of the property shall be shared by the other sons". 


In the same suit when the counsel said, "Sir, you say that only Sudras have no marriage 
rights. My client is a Vaisya. Don't - they have marriage rights? To that the judge referred to 
the judgement given in the Privy Council and stated that the Nattukottai Chettiars are also 


Sudras. 


SUDRAS AND POONUL (YARN THREAD) 


Sudras have no rights for marriages, property and for performing ceremonies. If the Sudras 
want to celebrate marriages or perform other ceremonies, the Brahmin has to change the 
Sudra by making him wear the poonul (Yarn thread). A Sudra is not a sudra when he is with 
the Poonul'. That is the conception of the Brahmin purohit. After the function is over the 
Poonul is removed. Now the sudra becomes a sudra again. A sudra is generally changed as 


a Vaisya for performing the religious rites and rituals. 
SUDRA HAS NO RIGHT FOR PROPERTY 


Any one born as a shudra has no right to own property. A Brahmin can plunder or swindle or 


rob the property of a Sudra, 


It is not considered as a crime, whereas a sudra owning property is considered as a crime. 
This is clearly stated in the Manu's Code. Because our movement gained a momentum, the 
Brahmins are unable to do any thing as they like now. If the Brahmins had so much of power 
as they had in the ancient days they would boldly insist on depriving the sudras of their 
property. 

Not only that." They deliberately classified the Hindus into two categories like Caste Hindus 
as Varnas thar and Avarnasthar. The Vaniars, Asaris and others who wear the "Poonul are 


also Avarnasthars (Non Caste Hindus). This is what is contained in the Justice Sadasiva 


Tyer's judgement, delivered in the Privy Council. 


ALL OTHERS SEPARATED TO PROTECT BRAMINS 


What for is the differentiation as Brahmin, Sudra, Avarnnasthan and so on made ? The 
Brahmins appre hended that there would be danger to them if others are all united together. 


So they put into practise the divide and rule policy. 


They wanted the Tamilians to quarrel amongst them selves bitterly as to who belongs to the 
superior caste. They wanted to be free from troubles. That is the motive behind their 


conspiracy. 


HE WHO WEAR'S POONUL IS SUPERIOR 


Who are these Vaisyas, Khatriyas and Asaris? They are under the false impression that they 
are superior to others because they wear the ‘Poonul’. Similarly Brahmins also call 


themselves superior and high, 


The Naickers of Andhra Pradesh' wear the 'Poonut'? What for? To call themselves as 


superior in caste. 


SUDRA IS A SYMBOL OF DISGRACE 


That is why the Telugu people in the Justice Party hesitated to call themselves as 
Dravidians. They feared that they would be considered as Sudras. That is why they were 
against being called as Dravidians. If one is a Sudra he has to share his property to the 
concubines. It is not so with the case of high and superior castes. They need not share 


anything of their property to concubines. 


CHANGE IS INEVITABLE 


You find a change nowadays in the marriages celebrated. Not only in this; it is so in many 
matters. All changes are made according to ones taste, aspirations and necessity. This is 
common to all in the universe. Such changes are inevitable. No one can stop them. You will 
clearly understand the impact of the change if you take into consideration your wisdom and 


experience. 


We are subjected to aspire for change. We cannot escape from the sweeping changes as 


time rolls on. 


Because of our research-mind and intellectual activity, we suit ourselves to the changes. The 
changes made in the modern marriages are the outcome of our deep thinking. Changes are 
bound to occur because man is endowed with rational thinking. What all we think as correct 
now,might be condemned as unwanted tomorrow. What all we accept as reasonable today 
may become absurd tomorrow. Do we now pay heed to what all greatmen said in the past ? 
Why, even the youngsters of tomorrow may say about me like this, ‘Once upon a time there 
lived a Ramasamy who preached blind beliefs.’ It is natural! The significance of change is 
the badge of marching times. We don't criticise any thing blindly because it is old. It might 
have been correct at that period and it may be that nothing better was possible then. 
Whatever it is it has got to change now. . The primitive man who prepared fire by rubbing 
two stones might be the Edison of those days. After him there were gradual changes and we 


today get heat and light with the help of electricity. 


So changes are quite natural. No one can stop them. Any orthodoxy must one day or other 
yield to the impending change. Don't you find the people nowadays considerarably changed 


in many things. The concept of god. the powers of theism, our dwellings, dress, food, habits, 


vehicles, hair styles have all undergone a lot of change during the past fifty years. Similarly 
you see many changes amongst our women folk. Their sarees, blouses, jewels, have 
undergone a lot of change. It is quite natural that you find a new concept for husband and 
wife in the family. By these changss people save time and money and avoid wasteful 


expenses. 


It is all on account of the change you assess the intellectual calibre of human beings. The 
mental development has led to those changes. We can't but say that the people of this age 
are wiser than those of the past. The people of the modern era are naturally endowed with 
wide experiences. Under these circum stances why should we still stick on to the old 
customs and practices. Why should we continue the meaning less things heaped in the past 
by the vested interests and conspirators. The religion, god, sastras, rituals, caste system, 
caste marks, differentiation of society as high and low, and absurd ideas, were all created 
during the barbarious days. Is it right to lead a degraded, disgrace ful life neglecting the 
wonderful developments all around us and refusing to make a rational approach towards our 
wellbeing. Is it a progressive way to submerge our wide experiences? Will any one endowed 


with the sense of reason and thinking approve of all these. 


The pundit would say that wisdom is god. The gods we worship in the world are mostly 


characterless. 


Some say that beauty Is god. But the gods created by them are cruel and ugly in 


appearance. 


The pundit would say that the Sastras and Puranas: preach good conduct for the people to 
lead a high and better life. But you could find degrading character. less and despicable 


characters picturised in them. Bau behaviours, unjust acts, demeaning things are found in 


them. What is the reason for such creations? When were they created ? The makers had no 
notion of the changing times. They stooped to such levels merely to glorify themselves. Their 
inner motive in creating these things was to make an easy living with all com forts. They had 


no other go for survival. 


CHANGES ARE NATURAL 


Changes are quite natural and such changes are taking place in many fields. So it is for us 
to think over the necessary changes we could make for our better life, We should bring in 


such changes as are necessary. 


We are Dravidians. Our marriages should be celebrated in the Dravidian way. | don't identify 
anything as the only way in which Dravidians celebrated the marriages. Nor do | insist that 
the marriages of Dravidians should be celebrated in the future, in the manner now in 


practice. 


Though this is a way of celebrating the marriages by Dravidians; | would only call it as the 
only best way for the year 1946. This type of marriage alone will be acceptable to all the 
people. | don't say that there will be no need to change it in the future. When | say it is the 
model for the year 1946, it does not mean that it should continue to be the model for 1956. 
The present change is made to suit our conveniences now. This marriage is acceptable to 
our reason. It is in the general interests of all. Even in this marriage many changes for our 
improvement might take place earlier or before 1956. So we will not object to any change 
that is for the good of all. You see the Ford car model of 1912 is not in vogue as it is, in 
1946. Today you have a new model Ford car for 1946. Even this model would undergo a 
new change. It is so because of the knowledge we gain by experience and in order to fulfil 


our needs and comforts 


Our marriage system conforms to rationalism, Constitution of the country, social structure 
and economic conditions. More changes would be necessary to suit the changing 


circumstances. 


Why? A day may come when we will have to reconsider, whether even marriages and 
agreements are necessary. We are on the threshold of a new era of renaissance, research, 
and reason, Today blind beliefs may have an upper hand. Rationalism might be insigni 
ficant. But it will not be static. We see symptoms of rationalistic glory. One day or other, man 
will have to shed his faith in blind beliefs and outmoded faiths, in due course we will find a 
renaissance in every field. Changes are going to take place in a natural way. New systems 
are bound to take place keeping pace with the fastly changing trends in our social life and 
advance ment of education. If you say that one particular system should continue for ever; it 
will only demonst rate that the people have not improved socially and educationally. Under 


such a static society no man will be able to freely express his will. 


If our practical needs are not based on wisdom and experience, and if some quacks parade 
themselves as the only learned and wise people, | like to painfully classify such men as mere 


fools, devoid of any sense of reason and rationalism. 


WHY PRIESTS 


What for these priests? What is meant by priest or priestcraft; What is the qualification 
needed to become a priest? Primarlly he must be born in the highest caste. We are not 
worried about his personal qualities and his behaviour. A purohit addresses in a language 
unknown and ununderstandable to us. He himself does not know why such rituals and rites 
are conducted. He simply asks us to perform them. It is this man who is called a priest. He 
snatches away money from us. We » prostrate at his feet and make the couples also prost 
rate before him. We venerate him and call him 'Sami' in a dignified manner. Is there any 
other good trait found in these priests. How many of you are able to ponder over this matter? 
What for do we need a priest? When did he come into the picture in Tamil Nadu? How many 


of you are able to know about it? 


The first change we have made in our marriages is to keep out fhe priest. No Brahmin who is 
said to be born in the highest caste is invited to officiate our marriages. W: consider all as 
equals. We are opposed to the policy of differentiating the people as high and low. We do 
not have any hatred against Brahmins. We are not really opposed to Brahmins personally. 
All that we do is to refuse to admit outselves as low born people. That is all. Further we don't 
waste ghee and valuable things in the fire. We condemn the practice as absolutely foolish 
and unwanted. We do not find any necessfty for such rituals. They are all new to us and 
against our rationalistic outlook. - We were never accustomed to these meaningless rituals. 
We do not know how they penetrated into our social life. Even the purohit who performs 
does not know when these. rituals encroached into our society. We are in the hot country. 
We don't need fire to keep our body's normal temperature. We have come to the decision, 


that the valuable ghee, which has to be consumed alongwith food should not be wasted in 


the fire. Similarly we dislike many absurd rites and rituals. Till now there has not been a clear 
explanation to approve of all these ignomious rituals. They might have come for some 
reason, during sometime for some purpose. All that the Brahmin is able to say in favour of 
these is that such systems found a place in the puranas. He would only cite the puranas to 
prove that they are necessary Yet he would not convince as to why such things should be 


done now. 


Why should we invite a Brahmin to officiate in a marriage? In what way the Brahmins are 
concerned with our marriages. | like to cite an example to explain it further. We build houses. 
We summon a mason. We don't choose him because he is born in a high caste. He 
constructs the house according to our desires. His work is over, when he finishes the 
building. What does the Brahmin priest do when invited to officiate in a marriage. He 
swindles our money and takes oway all useful articles. Does he stop with that? He calls us 
as low born. He calls us 'as sons of prostitutes. He has the arrogance to say that the 
Brahmins alone are the high born people. In short he redicules us. When such being the 


case, why should we invite a Brahmin ? 


| think the practice of inviting a Brahmin priest to officiate in our marriages came into vogue 
only a century ago. | still remember what took place some 60, 65 years ago in my family. 
More than 500 people came to a marriage celebrated in our house. They gave currency 
notes and presents to the couple. You know that this is reciprocal in practice. In my house, | 
was asked to go and attend marriages for repaying the amounts gifted to us. So | had the 
opportunity of witnessing many marriages in those days, it was purely obligatory to invite a 
Brahmin priest. If at all you find a Brahmin in a marriage function, he would have come only 
to ask you for presentations as a beggar. Even for that he will not be invited to come inside. | 


saw many Brahmins sitting on the pials waiting to receive money. The youngsters were paid 


small coins only. The aged Brahmins were given half a rupee or one rupee. As beggars the 
Brahmins waited at the marriage functions to receive money. Actually the marriages were 
officiated by Pariyari (a barber). He would only perform the marriages and bless the married 


couples. 


TALI 


In those days even the bride would not know as to who tied the Tali’ around her neck. The 
bride would come to the function almost covering her face. So it was not possible to know 
who tied the 'Tali' Generally the aunt of the bridegroom or the sister of the bridegroom would 
tie the ‘Tali’ around the neck of the bride. This practice was in vogue not only in ordinary 
families but even in the families of greatmen. | saw it in the marriage function of Uttukuzhi 
zamindar and in the families of Pattayakarars. Even now we can see the same practice in 


many places. 


For officiating the marriages in the Naickers family, only 'Sattanis' were invited to officiate in 


the marriage. 'Sattani’ means without Poonul. 


When our family became rich, we invited both a Sattani and a Brahmin to officiate a 
marriage in our family. | know that it is in our house and in our place that a Brahmin was 
invited for performing the marriage along with a Sattani. Some how the Brahmins alone 
came to officiate marriages permanently, keeping out the 'Sattanis'. It is only later on that 
Sattanis were deprived of their usual profession. They came to the stage of receiving mere 


presents. 


So it is clear that we do not gain anything by inviting a Brahmin. All that we find is that the 


Brahmins deliberately insult us as low born people and sons of prostitutes. 


So we deem it our duty to expose the evils and thus reform the society. When we do our 
best, to propagate these things, the Brahmins come forward to call us as non-believers in 
god (atheists). Our own people believe what they say. It is because of the fact that our own 
people are devoid of recial feelings as the Aryans have. We find them suffering a lot as mere 


dumb creatures and worms. 


What is the origin of rites and rituals? Why should we require any god for performing 
marriages? What is the necessity? What has god to do with our marriage? Do we summon 
god when we go to hotels? Do we summon god when we go to latrines? When you do not 
require god, at all these places, why should we summon god for marriages? When we ask 


this, we are picturised as atheists. Is it justifiable to do so? 


WORSHIPPING? A MERE FASHION 


| appeal to the religious minded people. | like to ask them to tell me whether there is a single 
individual who sincerely believes in god. Not only here. you cannot find anywhere in the 


world. If you can tell me, | would say without hesitation that there is none. 


Nowadays the worship of god has become a mere fashion. Even as our ladies are 
accustomed to new fashions in dressing themselves, you find the orthodox sections adopting 
new ways of worshipping god. Worship of god has become a mere fashion. Who lives with 


genuine faith in god? 


It is said that god is for worshipping. If there are people who worship or follow me, it is 
because they sincerely have faith in the ideals | preach. My followers have so much faith in 
me and in my preachings. In other words my followers follow me. There is nothing wrong in 


following or worshipping anyone who preaches truths and noble things. 


If we say that Christians worship Jesus, it means that they follow the teachings of Jesus. 


Similarly Muslims follow Nabi Nayagam, because he expressed many good things for them 


to follow. 


Buddhists do not have a god. They give respect only to 'Buddhi' (knowledge). It is Buddha 


who said that there is no god for the Buddhists. i 


There is no sanctioned uniform system to worship god. Hindus say that offering the flesh of 
goats, bullocks, pigs by killing them, is the right way to worship god. Muslims say that 
touching a pig is sinful. A Christian says it is sinful to work on Sundays. Chris tians say that 


god should be worshipped on Sundays only. So which is the right way to worship god. 


Our way of worship is purely based on wisdom. That is the self-respector's way. No other 
way of worship is acceptable to reason. Worshipping a mere stone as god is not at all 


worship. 


The rites and rituals were created merely to perpetuate caste system. Why should we have 
rituals. What do we gain by them? No one knows. No one is able to explain the necessity. To 
whomsoever you put the question, you get only this answer "This is one of the traditional 
practices in our caste". On the whole the rites and rituals were created to keep the various 
castes intact. The rituals have kept us divided eternally. Rituals were created only for this 
purpose. . Take for example the Vanniya caste. There are many divisions even amongst 
them. Their rituals also vary. Observe their marriages. Some pile up only a few mud pots in 
the marriage ceremony. Some pile up exactly 10 mud pots. Some pile up steeply so as to 
reach the roof or Pandal. There are many practices amongst them. When you ask a Vanniya 
about this he .says that he belongs to Pandal Muttu Vanniya Caste. It means that he has 
pots piled steeply upto the roof: If you go over to Bavani in Coimbatore District you can 
enquire about all these. So it is distinctly clear that all these were made only to prepetuate 
caste. If it be so why should we give importance to rites and rituals. It is enough if the couple 


exchange garlands in the marriage. 


WHAT FOR MARRIAGES 


When we see the various marriage ceremonies, we come to understand that these 
marriages are celebrated mainly to openly demonstrate ones religion and caste. You can 
identify clearly whether one is a Christian or a Muslim or a Hindu from the marriage 


ceremony. 


Amongst the Hindus, there are separate rituals and matrimonial ways for Brahmins and 
Shudras. Amongst the Shudras also there are different systems and rituals for Devangas, 


Padayachis, Pariahs and Chakkilis.. 


Thus, we find different rituals and rites amongst the various castes in the Hindu Society. 


Comrades! we are above all these meaningless and unwanted things. 


In our marriages we preach the golden sayings of great . men. Some talk about the 
greatness of Ramalinga and his teachings. Some speak about Badragiri and Thayu 
manavar. In short in our marriages we simply reject what is not reasonable to our mind. After 


thinking we take all that is good for the society. 


First of all any marriage should be accepted and recognised by law. In our marriages there is 
every thing that is needed to make the marriage acceptable to law. But somehow the 
practice of adorning 'Tali' has come into vogue traditionally. It is enough if garlands are 
exchanged. You will see more changes in the future. A stage would come when marriages 


would be recognised by merely publishing an advertisement in the newspapers. 


If the changes take place more and more and much earlier’ it will be good for the society. All 
these practices and rituals performed by different castes have to be eradicated. The rites 


and rituals intended to safeguard the religion should be rooted out of existence. 


When we talk of all these things in a marriage, ! do not think it necessary to invite a Brahmin 
purohit for our marriages. Does he remain silent at our marriage ceremonies? He-thinks that 


Sudras do not deserve to consume ghee. He pours it over the burning dry leaves. 


Why should he tie a ‘Tali’. Is it not because Rama tied to Sita and Chokkan to Meenakshi. 
When you ask him why he ties a Tali, he says that it is done to distinguish between the sold 
and unsold cattle. If it is so, how to distinguish the sold and unsold males. Would he come 
forward to tie a Tali to the males? All these indicate that the Tali is tied to the ladies mainly to 
perpetuate the slavery of women. A woman in the West does not wear a 'Tali'. A Muslim girl 


in Afganisthan does not wear a Talli’. 


i know that some of the elderly women assembled here would be perturbed at the reforms in 


our marriages. 


They would bemoan and say, "It is all due to Kali Kalam’. That is why there is no Brahmin 
priest - no grinding stone-no fire-or sacred light of Kamatchi." We do not have any grudge 
with the Brahmin or the sacred fire. We are not personally antogonising the Kuthuvilakku 
(Brass Oil lamp). Let the fire be in the oven. Let the grinding stone be in the kitchen. We do 
not object any article remaining in its place, where it is made use of. We do not like any of 
these articles taking part in the marriage ceremony. They are unwanted here. They must 


remain in their respective places according to their utility value. 


The Brahmins have fixed up various regulations in the form of rituals and rites. Now they are 
crumbling down one after another. .: Horoscopes were not seen in this marriage. One of the 
Brahmin creations is got rid of in this marriage. Good planet or bad planet was not 
considered in this marriage because we are unable to understand how one could be good 


and another bad. 


Yet another Brahmin creation was nullified. No Buspicious time was considered. Yet another 
Brahmin concoction was ridden over. All these changes have come after a prolonged 
rationalist propaganda, Many people recognise that it is a great nuisance to have belief in 


horoscope and other things. Such a change must go on towards a perfect rationalist society. 


My brother had a very strong belief in all these matters. As a matter of fact he had all the 
horoscopes of all the members of the family and that too printed in a book form. In that book 
it was stated that | would tive only upto 60 years. Now | have passed the limit a few years 
ago. What happened to the prediction. Even myself was under the misconception that | 
would live only upto 42 years, because most of my friends died at the age of 42. When | 
passed 42 years, | was happy that | lived at least for 42 years. | did not worry about my life 
later on, sal joined the Congress after the age of A2 years. In the horoscope my longivity 
was predicted as 60. What happened to all these ? | say boldly all these things because no 


one dares to speak these truths. 


ASTROLOGY A MYTH 


You give the horoscopes of a man and an animal. You ask astrologer what is what? You 
give horoscopes of a brother and a sister he cannot distinguish whose horos cope they are. 
He will blink. If you give the horoscope this way. Why? He may even think that they are both 
good horoscopes and go to the extent of declaring that they both would be well of in their 
married life. Even after all these, people place two small packets containing "Saffron" and -- 
Kumkum" and make some one pick up one. You are puzzled to learn that god is not in 
favour of the marriage; which has been approved by the astro loger.. Should we not have 


atleast an average sense of self-respect. 


That is why | say, that we should view everything based on our rational thinking. We should 
be ashamed of behaving like barbarians in this year. We must live with self-respect. We 
should oppose boldly everything that does not conform to our sense or reason. If we fail to 
do so or make a slip unconsciously we will be ruined. Look at the westerners. They are no 
more barbarians They have progressed well. Here the Aryans have their codes. Amongst 
them marriages take place between brothers and sisters. You know Rama was related to 
Sita as a brother. King Dasaratha was related to queen Kosala as a Brother. Yet he married 
her. It is their culture. They are also getting civilised nowa days. But so far as we are 


concerned we are still sticking on to old customs and practices. 


There are still many disgraceful practices amongst us. Some believe in sastras. Some 
believe in auspi ous things. Some depend on the flower test for taking decisions. If you want 
to realise the suitability of couples, what is it that is needed. The bride must see the 
bridgeroom, who is going to be her life partner. Similarly the bridgeroom should see the 
bride, who is going to be his life partner. They must understand each other well. Don't we 
take the pains to search for a suitable ox, that would jointly perform the work of pulling the 
cart together with the ox we already own. Even for matching a bitch we carefully select a 
good dog. That is what we also do in the case of selecting a good horse suitable for mating 
with our mare. When we do so, for all these things, why should we go to tbe dirty Brahmin to 
find out the suitability of a bride groom for our girls. The mother-in-law is fully ignorant of the 
char acter of the daughter-in-law. Husband's nature is not known to the wife. By simply 
seeing the house and handing over the horoscope many consent for alliance. In this the right 


way? How do you think that such marriages would be successful in the long run. 


When you say to the Brahmin astrologer that you do not have an horoscope, he simply asks 


you to extend your arm. He looks at the fingers, does some sort of mimicry and declares that 


everything is perfect. Instead of placing the flowers for god's declaration, why not we do so 


by placing at our mother's feet. 


Will the god angrily throw away the flowers and objects? Will the god beat the person who 
respects the elders name for the choice with flowers. Supposing ws say the names of dogs 
and donkeys, will the god retort and reveal that those are not the names of human beings. 


That it why I say that such a foolish thing must not go on in these days. 


What are these auspicious things. They are nothing but the scale prescribed by a Brahmins 
to measure the idiocy in our people. What is the use of our building castles in the air, without 
laying proper foundation. When the Brahmin says that the auspicious time for the marriage is 
at 4 a.m. in the morning, we refuse to think. This time is mostly inconvenient for all. How 
could the time before dawn be convenient for doing good things? Because, the Brahmin 
chose it, our people silently submit and work out briskly to arrange things for that time. 
Supposing a man is summoned, to the court during 'Raghu kalam', said to be bad by the 
Brahmin would he dare to defy the orders of the court? If he absain to attend the court. The 
suit will be decided ex-parte. Supposing a train starts during the Emagandam (bad time) 


would the passengers give up the journey. 


When we see so much progress in the world around us, how horrible and shameful it is to 
see our people behave like this. Moreover we were the most advanced people in the early 
days. Yet we are behaving so disgracefully now-a-days. The Brahmins take away from us all 
that they need and degrade us. That is why we oppose Brahmins. We have no gridge 
against him personally or just because he carries away two or more measures of best quality 


rice. 


In the past there were no motor cars, aeroplanes and railways. We make use of all the 
scientific advance ments. We do not come forward to give up the evil things, which damn us 


and degrade us. We refuse to work for our progress and welfare. 


There must be a keen desire and wide awakening to bring in a cherished change in all the 
spheres. Everyone should feel the urge for reform. Otherwise there will be no "salvation for 
the degraded sections and enslaved people. We will remain oppressed and exploited for 


ever. 


In the society nearly half of the population are women. Accepting there are a few differences 
in the parts of the body they are absolutely identical and equal to men. We don't differentiate 
them from their child- . hood till they attain virginhood. We move with them freely and give 
equal treatment irrespective of their sex. Soon after the girl attains puberty, we unnecessarily 
feel very much worried. This is unnatural. Why should we worry at all? We segregate them 
from society. She is made a mere toy. We think that the girl is no more equal and useful. 
Parents begin to consider the girl as a burden. We make them feel unhappy about their own 
birth and others also feel sick about the virgin girls. They are made as a means for worry to 
all. We simply court unnecessary feelings to feed them, to protect them, to decorate them, to 
look after them, and to satisfy them with their needs. Girls are considered to be an article of 


mere aesthetic value and a delicate object to be handled. 


Just see what the society derives from the women. It is merely the apprehension that the 
reputation of the family may be damaged by women anytime. What is the duty of a woman? 
Is it just to be a woman for a man? What for is that duty ? Is it merely to give pleasure to the 


man? Is it merely to give all comforts and benefits to the man? Is it not a fact that her duty is 


to give full satisfaction to her counterpart. In short a man becomes, proud of possessing 


such a dutiful woman as wife. | do not find anything worthy of mentioning in these. 


A woman is cook for a man! A woman is a caretaker of a man! A woman is a machine for 
man to produce children! A woman is a fully decorated idol for man! A woman is a mere 


thing of beauty for man! 


What else can we say? Do we give her the due merit? What other purpose does she serve? 
Do we make her conscious of other duties? Do we give her any right to play her full role in 


life. Do we allot her other duties? 


is this just and right? This hopeless state of affairs is still prevalent only in our human 
society. Look at animals, birds, creatures and worms. Is there any other living being except a 
woman, who thinks that it is born and exists for the sake of males. Do you find any other 


female-living creature behave in such a manner ? . 


Our women do not feel it disgraceful to remain in this degraded position. It is on account of 
this serious drawback in our women, that prompts the males to treat the women in an 
atrocious way. | would like to ask the men to say whether it is right and just on their part to 
do so? Why should a man think that a woman is his sole property. Man gets the boldness to 


treat his wife in such a manner because of her lust for jewels and sarees. 


We are living in the days of great advancement. We have wireless, radio and nuclear 
energy. | ask you whether it is right to keep our women like this? | know that what all | say 
here may not be palatable to some of the women and men assembled here. They may 
dislike what | say. They may think that | am talking of mean things and intolerable matters. 
The disease in our society is deep rooted. It cannot be cured ordinarily by any ointment or 


"mantras" or neem leaves. This is a disease that has got to be treated with the aid of share 


instruments. You will have to scissor deep and remove some portion out of the body. Then 
you will have to prescribe the latest and strong medicines. One will have to be very strict and 
severe in dealing with this matter So far as | am concerned | am not for mere rhetoric or 
jugglery of words. | realise, my life is nearing the end Within the short period before me, | 
want certain important things to be done. So far as this marriage : concerned, | am for a 
quick process of reforms. | request you not to get angry. Kindly contemplate for a while all 


that | say. 


Our women's world needs a lot of change. In other countries you don't find women as a 
burden to society. You don't find women as a source of worry for others. It is only here you 
find such things. Here the women, whether educated or uneducated are like mere toys. Their 
parents and husbands feel contented with their mere beauty. They become proud merely of 
this. They think that it is enough to give them costly jewels and costumes to make them 


contented, happy and good. 


It we are able to describe the outward appearance and assets in a woman, we can write at 
least 50 beau tiful poems describing their parts of the body, their sppearance & their 
movements. But, if we are to write a poem describing their mental faculties and the purpo 
seful life they lead towards the cause of the society one cannot compose even a few lines. | 
would say that it is a disgrace to subject women to that status. The entire womenfolk should 
be ashamed of such a state of disgrace. We are unable to say whether at least one amongst 


the thousand in the womenfolk do realise her degraded state and shameful status. 


Why is it that a daughter does not have a claim over the property of her father in the Hindu 
law? Did any woman raise a voice of protest? Did any body ask why they are deprived of the 


parent's property? They think that the husband who enjoys the wife would protect her. 


There is the false impression that mera dress and jewels would satisfy the women. 


why should a woman seek artificial beauty. Why should a woman wear jewels, costumes 
and ornaments ? Who should look at her and appreciate her beauty ? Does any one, 
whether he is a parent or husband of the girl think over this? Is it not a disgraceful thing to 
seek artificial beauty to induce or impress on others to stare at her. Why is it that no one 
thinks it absolutely con demnable and uncivilised? It is all on account of the fact that a 


woman is considered a mere tool for enjoy ment. This is really very pitiable. 


Dravidian scriptures reveal that a woman would be considered as virtuous only when she is 
not enamoured by others. It means that if a woman is with chastity she will be only in the 
minds oi her husband. What do we do? Don't we decorate our women folk to be so lustful. to 
be attracted by others? We are happy when others stare at our women several times. We 
are devoting our time, money and energy to make our women very attrac tive. Why is it so? 
If we think about it we realise that our women are kept in that stage only. They have other 
part to play except remaining beautiful. | mean the ordinary people alone. Even the womento 
of the educated, rich, and reputed social workers ar exception. | say this to assess the 
services women to the society. The wise and rich people in our Dravi society as Sir R. K. 
Shanugam Chettiar. Rajah Sir M Muthaiah Chettiar and others have made their women folk 
as merely the decorated dumb statues and idols kept up for publicity in the shops and textile 
stores. Were they given scope to play a role to uplift the women society. When it is so in 
such big families, how could you expect the ordinary people to allow their women to rise up 
in life to play a noble part for the good of the women society and the world? You find a 
venerable Muslim lady, Begum Amiruddin, taking an active part to serve the society, inspite 
of her wearing a 'purdah'. Are our women merely "stands" for adorning with jewels. The 


women are born in the same stomach as their brothers. The parents of brothers and sisters 


are the same. When it is so how are we to say that ladies do not have the same merits, 
itelligence and ability as the gents. Is it not a great loss to the country and society to ignore 


the inherent talents in women. | like to ask you why we should waste the talents of women. 


WOMEN EDUCATION 


Today the education imparted to girls is meaning less. My wife Maniammai once said at 
Erode that government is wasting money for educating the girls | do not think that her 
remarks are untrue. We waste money and the government too wastes the money collected 
from the public as taxes. Please do not get agitated for what | say. Just analyse the example 
! cite. Think that a girl is taught to sing, dance and play on the Veena or Violin in a family. 
The parents might have spent a lot of money to make the girl attain profici ency and 
distinction in these arts. But when the girl is given in marriage to someone, the control over 
the girl is not in the hands of the parents. She has got to obey her husband and elders in 
that family. The songs and dances learnt, the talents in playing on the Violin or Veena 
becomes a waste. If she begins to sing there, the mother-in-raw would scold her and say. “Is 
this a family house". So, you can now realise the fact that the learning acquired after 
spending money and time, serves only the purpose of advertising to a suitable alliance. 


There is no other gain. Money spent is a waste. 


Similarly, if a father spends a lot of money to edu cate his daughter, and when she gets a 
degree, say B.A., the next thing the parents think of is to get her married. All that she is able 
to do after the wedding is to cook food, take care of children and get herself dressed up 
gaudily with valuable ornaments. Is it not a criminal waste of money. Her distinction in the 
field of education is a colossal waste of money. The amount spent by the government for 
education of women also becomes a waste. Is this not an unparadonable crime against the 
interests of the entire nation. No one seems to be worried about this humiliating status of 


Woman are treated as mere machines to produce children. 


CARE OF CHILDREN 


| have come acroos many educated pregnant ladies with a small boy running in the front, as 
she holds a child in her bosom. They come to partake in function also. They do not realise 
that they are creating nuisance. They do not understand that they are obstucting the 
proceedings. They do not feel shy or ashamed of their behaviour. Some ladies feel sorry for 
what they cannot mend. Is this good for the society and that to for a cultured and civilised 
society. Is this a symbol of progress in the educated families. Moreover the children 


sometime scream, pass urine and commit all nuisances. 


Instead of wasting money for jewels and dress, the amounts could be deposited in the 
banks. When a child is born the interest amount accrued could be drawn and a suitable 
‘Ayah' could be engaged to look after the child. | do not think that this would be in anyway 
hinder the love a mother towards her. baby. Does the father keep the child always with him ? 
He shows his love, he plays and fondles for some time. That is all. So | feel that the task of 
looking after children should be entrusted to the care of males. .. Males should also be 
taught to cook food and prepare delicious dishes. Our ladies must come forward to compete 
with males in all fields. They should get high posts. The sister of Sir. A. Ramasamy Mudaliar 
should aspire to become great. Sir R.K. Shanmugam Chettiar's sister should try to become 
great. Rajah of Chettinad's sister should aim at becoming great. Without that there is no use 


of remaining as mere toys or stands for fashionable jewellery. 


Women must come forward to do work as men in all fields. They must serve the society like 


the males. 


What are they going to gain by adding beauty or walk about in suave styles. It is a disgarce. 


They should live with honour and dignity as men. 


| do not blame our ladies for having become mad for dress, jewels and decoration. | could 
only throw the blame on the sub-standard movies. The cine stars and their ways of life 
induces our ladies to go in for fashionable dress and modern jewellery. How should our 
ladies live? What is their past glory and history? Is there any urge in them to attain fame, do 
chivalrous acts and serve the downtrooden society. Without it, what is the fun of their 
dressing up as modern girls. | would only say that these things prove the fact that our 


women are very backward. 


| do not say that a woman should not be clean or decent. | do not totally condemn our ladies 
being regularly clean and decent. Everyone must have pleasing looks and manners. They 
must be simple in life. They should not spend money extravegantly for luxuries and so on. 


Any one can be simple without any temptation for artifical beauty. 


After all our ladies are very wise aud energetic in doing things. Our climate is like that. Why 
should a Rukmani and Vijayalakshmi amongst Brahmin ladies alone be in ‘high positions. 
Why not our ladies take part in public life in large numbers? It is their madness for costumes, 
jewels, fashion and luxuries which stand in the way of their progress. So | suggest to our 
people to call our women with manly names. Why you may even christen the girls with the 
names of males. You must also provide them with the same dress worn by males. If you do 
so, it will be very difficult to distinguish between males and females. It is not enough if the 
wife prepares special dishes for her husband alone. She must also go out and serve 
humanity. She must gain a name in tha society. We should not give an impression for the 
ladies to think that are differentiated and treated as low. Every girl 'must realise that she is 
equal to the other sex. She must think why there should be any partiality between males and 
females. She must be made to feel as to why special restrictions are imposed on her 


liberties. She must shun the high and low differentiations in the society. | say so to 


emphasise that the females should not be treated as mere machines to yield children. A new 
women's world should be created. That is the reason why | talk like this. "Jomen should be 
educated well. They must be made intelligent and responsible citizens like men. If you go to 
the west and ask a man 'when do you propose to conduct the marriage of your son or 
daughter’, he would turn instantly and ask, ‘what you seem to behave like a barbarian. What 
he means is that the son or daughter alone should decide in the matter. In other words, 
there, a boy or a girl has the perfect liberty to choose the partner in life. The girls select their 
spouses by taking into consideration the qualities in their partners. They select the person 
who posseses good character, conc'uct and education. You must give sufficient education to 


our women to make their own choice. 


Never tell your women that they should not do such a thing because they are women! 


Nover forbid a woman to go anywhere just because she is born a woman. Treat them on a 
par with other males. Today our women do not go out alone. They need someone to 
accompany them. But an ordinary small boy is able to go anywhere all alone. - Our women 
must be trained in boxing and other exercises as we do for males. According to Hindu 
religion a woman is said to have chastity if she obeys others implicitely and possesses good 
behaviour. | dont't think all these are very important. It is enough if a house wife carries out 
things by mutual consultation and consent. The stories in the Hindu puranas and sastras 


stress the need to blindly obey the husband. 


King Harichandra sold his wife Chandramathi to clear his debt. Chandramathi did not demur 
or protest. Rama suspected the character of Sita and ordered her to go to the forest. She did 
not object or refuse to go on exile. You know that Arjunan alone married Droupathi and 


made her live as the wife of all the five brothers did not say that her parents got her married 


only to be the wife of Arjuna. She implictely obeyed her buchen Ariuna and prepared a chart 
to be the wife of time brothers. To establish the chastity of women, surn stories are written. 
In other words these puranas want the women to blindly obey their husbands without 


murmer 


Why should our women be devoid of rights. Are they mare commodities to be bargained or 
sold away? A male has the right to do anything with a woman according to his whims and 
fancies. He even sells and earns money. To attain ‘Moksha’ (Heaven) he can even induce 
his wife to have bodily relations with others also. In many ways the women are illtreated. The 


way in which women are treated, as is revealed in Silappadi garam is very much irritating. 


Even as the marriage ceremony was going on the bridegroom Kovalan is said to have fallen 
in love with a prostitute. : He deserts his wife and goes away with the prostitute. His wife 
Kannagi, did not have food with salt. She did not comb her hair. Nor did she dress up well. 
She was always dull, dejected and yet anticipating the return of her husband. | like to ask as 


to why she must be like that. 


Imagine a woman behaving like Kovalan. Suppo sing a wife falls in love with another person 
and elopes with him. Will the husband eat the food without salt till her return. Would he say 
that he needs no pleasure in life, till the.god brings back his wife. So it is clear that injustice 
is meeted out to our women. They do not have the rights, the males enjoy. We should strive 
to restore equal rights for our women and men in the name of chastity, our women are ill- 


treated, humiliated and disgraced. 


So far as the Brahmins are concerned they are adepts in converting even a pucca prostitute 
as a star of chastity. He made the demoralised Sita, Drou pathi and Tharai as shining 


examples of virtuous women. Anything to be valued as glorious virtue or pure chastity must 


be applicable to both sexes. Bringing in absurd blind beliefs they have spoilt our society. We 


are fooled by them. 


Chastity should not be forced. It should not be for mere discipline or order. Let it be there for 
life parthnership out of mutual love and affection. When chastity exists after the knitting of 
the two hearts | welcome it. Without that if chastity is insisted only to convert women as 
slaves | strongly object to it. There is not an iota of decency or honesty in subjugating our 


women as inferior to men. 


A woman who pretends to be virtuous, to be rid of sins or a woman remains as a virtuous 
lady for fear of losing honour and dignity and a women who remains virtuous only because 
of the fear of society are all of one category. They are all hypocritic and their character and 


conduct are similar. 


In the ancient days, even before the nuptials take place, the bridegrooms used to go away to 
prostitutes houses, soon after the marriage. No one found fault with that. Amongst the 
Brahmins, a particular amount would be demanded before the marriage and the same would 
be claimed in full after the marriage. If the brides parents fail, the bridegroom will refuse to 
accept the wife and send her to parents house. Such an unhappy incident took place in our 
place. The parents of the girl were very poor. They mortgaged their property to get their 
daughter married. They hoped that the daughter would be happy. The Brahmin boy married 
the girl after : receiving the amount from the girl's parents. After the marriage he demanded 
a sum equal to the amount he had already received. The poor parents of the girl could not 
pay. However they paid half of the amount demanded. The boy refused. Within a month he 
married another girl. No one objected. According to the Manu's Code a male can marry any 


number of times. Sastras uphold and justify such marriages. 


King Dasaratha is said to have married 6,40,000 wives, Krishna is said to have married 
60,000 Gopikas, Subramanian is said to have married two wives. Could you allow the female 
god Amman to have two husbands one on either side? Have you seen goddesses with many 


husbands? In these ridiculous ways we have made our womenfolk weak and meek. 


Nowadays marrying a second wife when you have a wife is punishable by law. Even if a 


married man has some sort of connection with a prostitute it is a crime. 


The wife could go to the court for a divorce. She is entitled for many claims. She could 
demand a fair compensation for her life. Was it possible to do so in the olden days. Did 
women have the right in those days? Even if she complains she would be advised to face 
her fate. It was said then that a male could do anything. Male was described as a valuable 


silver pot. Women was condemned as a mud pot. This is what the elders used to say. 


Now you find things different. All these changes are really good for the women. In the 
beginning women disliked the changes. Later on they came to realise that they derive the 
benefit. So they welcomed. The Parliament enacted a law enabling the women also to have 
property rights. By this our women could become richer than the men; because they get their 


share in the property both from their parents and from the husband's side. 


Nowadays we find ladies well educated and holding high posts as Munsiffs, Cellectors and 
so on. This shows that they are given equal opportunities. So it is the first duty of the parents 


to educate their daughters. 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


If you say that a husband and wife should share the good and bad equally in their married 
life; you must naturally provide equal status for our women Then only you can bring in a new 
change for the better. It is for you to deeply think over the importance of equa lity: Do not 
take into consideration your wife alone while contemplating about the necessity for equality 
in life. Think of your daughters, sisters and children. Imagine how good it would be if your 


mother was independent and free. 


Today we are demanding freedom and rights for the low caste people. We agitate and 
secure the rights for them from the government. We must take the matter of our women 
seriously and agitate for securing more rights and freedom for our women. We must agitate 
in the interest of our sisters and female children. This is the right time to carry on such an 


agitation. 


Because there is no brahmin purohit in the marriage ceremony some people call it as atheist 
marriage, Because we say that women should be given equal rights in the marriage, they 
say that this is a self respect marriage. Don't pay heed to what others say about our 
marriages. Atheism is individual's feeling and determination. It is dependent on reason and 
research. Atheism is not a quality. Atheism is not a party. It is not a religion. So one must 
clearly under stand there is no part to be played by atheism in the matter of reforming our 
marriage system. It is mis chievous to talk of atheism or self-respect as related to these 
changes. | like to plainly ask the orthodox sections to tell me whether there is anything anti to 
god here. | throw a challenge to the theists to prove here if the god does not approve of this 
marriage. Will the people who believe in god accept my challenge ? So it is wrong to bring in 


atheism. Absence of purohit or priest itself will not constitute atheism. Everyone does many 


things without a priest. In that case all those things would be logically termed as atheism. 
That is why I say to you to disregard the cunning attacks on these marriages. We need not 
bother about all that. We are for perfect equality between man and woman. If a handful of 


people remain unconvinced, we need not worry about it. 


Why should women be as slaves? What can be done if the women react? Who has the right 
to compel women? So it is absolutely essential for a happy life, to ensure perfect equality 
amongst all males and females. The fundamental ideology of the Self-respect Movement is 
equality for all. So the day is not far off when everyone in the society would come forward to 


support the basic principles of our movement. 


GIVE RESPECT AND TAKE RESPECT 


In foreign countries males give high respects to its women. This made them become civilised 
people. has become a fancy for males to overlord their wives They think it a game to call 
women in a disrespectful manner. In the long run they even talk of their own parents in an 
uncivilised and disrespectful manner. This is a bad habit and it should be given up. Such a 


habit should be nibbed in the bud itself. 


The married couple should hereafter move together as friends. They should not differentiate 
amongst themselves by sex. They must always behave as friends. They should shun 
overlordism. One should not cheat the other. By love many things can be extracted. When 
you are soft, smooth and sweet towards your partner you strengthen the bonds of love more 
and more. There is no use of making a mountain out of a mole hill. Stop quarrels. If there is 
eternal ruptures and confrontation in your wedded life it is harmful to you both. Love must 
reign supreme in all matters. Any mistake could be corrected nicely. Above all you should 


not live for yourselves. You should live for others also. Because of Hinduism the society had 


been ruined. You find many evils. Some people think that they are alone powerful, high and 
deserving. Some think that they should alone go to heaven. Some think that others are born 
to serve them and suffer. Is the scavengar selfish? Does he work for his good? We should 


also live like that for others. 


You look at the life of westerners. There, no one gives trouble to others unnecessarily. No 
guest would tap at the door after ten O' clock in the night. No relative would disturb the sleep 
of others. Even if the mother is to come she will not make a surprise visit. She would inform 
earlier. What about our people here. When the bus comes all would rush for getting into the 
bus. A fat man or a strong man from the rear would push others and get into the bus. He will 
not think of the hardship he gives to others, There are people here who appreciate such 
people also. Such men do not feel ashamed of pushing somebody's wife or somebody's 


daughter. He does not think for a moment that this would be the fate of his wife and daughter 


Woman is equal to man. She is not a slave. She is not merely to cook food. She is not 
merely to con sume food. She is an equal. She is like a true friend. She is an ideal partner in 
life. Rights are for both. She has equal rights to share her parents property. She can hold 
posts. Because we have failed to train women and give them adequate facilities, they are 
holding only a few posts. You must train them and make them acquire good habits and 
behaviours. Cull out the ignorance and blind beliefs in the minds of women. To cite an 
example there are ladies who still believe that it is the work of god to give children to women. 
God cannot give. It is a mere myth. To an extent one can agree that a doctor could give 
children. He can also prevent the birth of a child by suitable methods of abortions. There is 
no connection between child birth and god. So it is for us to plan the family and decide 


whether to have a .child or not. By family planning methods one could control birth. It is a 


folly to have more children. It will stand in the way of your leading a happy life. It is the duty 


of every woman to clearly understand all these. 


Even now we are keeping the women within the four walls of the house. We non't allow them 
to go out and .move freely. How could they become wise if you do not give them the right to 
move about. If at all there are any opportunities for the ladies to go out, it is only to go to the 
temple. Is it the place to gain knowledge. So you please consider all these. . We should no 
longer behave as our ancient fore fathers. In the matter of civilisation foreign countries are 
progressing fast. There, things are changing at Kaledoscopic rapidity. New inventions are 
made. You can talk to anyone in America as though he is at a stone's throw distance. When 
it is so in other countries, we are still backward and unable to show any progress because of 
our blind faith in Brahminism and rituals. Think over all these. Do not waste time. | do not 


force you or compel you to blindly accept what all | say. 


Do not misunderstand anything that | say. Think honestly. Consider the pros and cons. You 
will realise what is good or bad and what is acceptable to reason, Finally you yourself could 


realise the right path. Take your decisions boidly. 


The couple should not go on producing children without any idea about the future. | would 
advise you to have a child atleast after five years. If you get a child soon after the marriage, 
say one year, with whom could you fondle, the child or husband? If you do not understand 
things properly your life will not be happy. You must plan your life and have certain aims. If 
you insist on having children regularly every year, it will lead to many health problems. In this 
the ladies are the worst affected. Their health would be ruined. Not only this much. You must 
think of the future of children also. If you have ten children after eight years of married life, 


how could you find resources to educate them. How could you give them good food and 


clothing and make them hale, healthy and strong? Even your life will be ruined. You will have 


no peace of mind. 


There is an attempt to control childbirth by enacting legislation. The expert doctors in the 
field are going to control births with proper pills and other medical devices. In fact the doctors 
are more powerful today. Ho god can stand in their way. You can no longer say that god 
gives you children. You can no longer escape by saying ‘what can | do, It is all god's 
creation’. Very soon our ladies would realise that it is foolish to offer prayers to god seeking 


children. 


That is the reason why | personally appeal to the couple to begat a child only after a lapse of 
five years, There is no meaning in blaming god after giving birth to more children. If you are 
not able to bring up the children properly, they would become bad elements and create 
trouble to the society. One of the causes for the indiscipline in the society is the evil of giving 
birth to more and more children in every family. | realised all these even before three 
decades. | wrote and published a book stressing the importance of family planning. Then 


itself, many newspapers criticised my views. 


Today the government is spending several crores of rupees for implementing the Family 
Planning Schemes. | really appreciate the government for having taken steps at least now. 
In the past and olden days, married people used to go on a pilgrimage to Rameswaram 


seeking the blessings of god for children. 


In the year 1920, my parents took me and my wife also to Rameswaram. Nowadays no one 


need go to Rameswaram. it is enough if you take a small amount and go to the hospitals. 


After giving birth to 8, 9, 10 children our people seek the help of others openly without any 


sense of shame. They have no self-respect. It is really a disgraceful act to make use of 


children for soliciting sympathy and help from others. Apart from their becoming idiots and 


having lost their own dignity and honour, they make all the gods also cursed objects. 


| some times think about myself. | think | would not be able to take part in public life, if | had 
my own chiidren to be looked after. | know that many honest people in our public life became 
dishonest and selfish on account of their children. | don't blame any one personaly. It is all 


quite natural. 


Today the wages and salaries are not based on the number of persons in the family. | decry 
it and strongly urge for a change in the system. Salaries should be based on children in the 
family of the individuals. It is so in many foreign countries. How is it possible to maintain a 
family with more children if the salary is hardly sufficient for the husband and wife alone. 
Salaries should be rationally revised. If a man is able to lead a happy life and yet be useful to 
others he can contribute a lot to the welfare of the entire society. That is the real trait of 
public life. . Without that the Brahmins still call themselves as high and honourable. They 
condemn us and illtreat us as Sudras and Harijans. | would like to ask the brahmins to say 


whether they really believe in god. 


You put a question to any one and ask why he is alive? He will immediately say that he lives 
for the sake of his wife and children and that he works only to main tain them. He would say 
that he lives only for that. If you ask me why | live, | would promptly reply that I live to die. 
because everyone has to die one day or other. . Are we to live simply to die? Are we to 
waste our life like that. So far as | am concerned a little money is sufficient for me to live. | 
spend the rest for others. There are people who go on saving money. They do not know why 


they do so. Yet they go on amassing wealth without uuderstanding the real value of money. 


What happens to the wealth when they die? They do not know ? He leaves the riches to be 


enjoyed by somebody. 


It is the human nature to live and help others. There may be a few who cannot overcome 
their weakness. they fall a prey to their blind lust for money. Such people willy nilly stoop to 
mean and disgraceful methods also to amass wealth. But they are only a few. Majority of the 
people are not like that. Today you find a few people entering into the public life as 
hypocrites. They conceal their self interest. Such people cheat others and betray the gullible 
public, parading themsleves as paragons of virtue in public life. He who cheats the public 
and amasses more and more wealth than what is actually needed for him is the theist and a 


real thief in public life. 


Thiruvalluvar says in his Kural, 

‘HOHSSTIOV aos Aru - wh O)mevevrio 

MSCS ysi Q)ov' 
By this couplet he means that real pleasure lies in serving and helping others. The real name 
and fame attained by a man is to be judged by the service he doos to the society. To attain 
an everlasting fame one must help not only the needy but all people. This is the real 


significance of public life. Other things done for one's self-interest are unreal and they would 


not constitute to real pleasure or fame. 


Nowadays it has become a right to cheat others and give troubles to others. Even if one 
succeeds in amass ing great wealth, after his death, it goes to his sons. His name is 
forgotten after his death. If the son is reckless he squanders, the wealth by playing ducks 


and drakes. At last the wealth also is lost. What is the use of such a thing. 


Supposing he builds a school or a hospital for others his name is remembered for ever and 
he gets eternal fame for having lived for others. So | appeal to you to live for others at least 
to attain eternal glory for yourself. Everyone has to think for a moment as to what he has 
done in an unselfish way. If any one wants to have a house for ever, he will have to make it 
a public property. So | appeal to you all to serve the society and do good to people to the 


extent your can. 


To be selfish in life is not a good thing. That is why | appeal to the married couple to live for 


the society. They should work for the welfare of others. 


Prepare your family budget after deep consultation, Keep the expenses lesser than the 
income. Make it a. point to save something for the future. That alone is the good practice. Do 
not shut the doors of your house for others and say that you are leading a disciplined life. 
The husband and wife must first of all understand the importance of keeping the expenses 
below, the income. Spending more than what one earns is like prostitution. Such people 
cannot escape a sudden fall in life. You must wisely avoid the slippery steps. Males should 
try to quell the ignorance in women. It is not right to think that males could tease the women 
simply because they get new dress and jewels for ladies. It is proper education that is 
needed for our women. They should be made to think freely. Ladies in England, America, 
Russia, Turkey, Japan and China do not adorn themselves with jewels. In some of the royal 
families you can find the women possessing costly jewels. They too do not wear them 
always. They put them in the lockers and insure them. What about us? We go on spending a 


lot of money often for dress and jewellery. It is a bad practice. We must put an end to it. 


A police constable is paid only rupees thirty as monthly pay and rupees twenty only as 
dearness allowance. How could he maintain his family if he has eight children? The wage- 


earners lot is also pitiable 


Before he could get an increment of one more rupee in his wages, he becomes the father of 
two children. How could he manage the family? When he is unable to make both ends meet, 
the entire family gets ruined. Some are tempted to steal. It is this way you find anti-social 
elements in the society. Such families can never be expected to lead a honest life. That is 
why | stress the importance of boing .economical and thrifty. It is very bad to spend more 
than your income. You will have to face debts and cheat others. | consider this worse than 


prostitution. 


One with a meagre income of 30 rupees is in debts. Similarly even those with an income of 
1000 rupees also take loans. What does it mean? There is no control over self-desires. That 
is the root cause for the increas ing poverty and sufferings in the society. So bear in mind 
that you should have sufficient control over desires. you must be as economical as possible 


spending money for your essentaial needs. 


REGISTRATION 


Amongst Muslims, the Mulla registers in a book all the details of marriage. Amongst 
Christians the church authorities note down the details of marriage in a book. Hindus do not 
have such an arrangement. | think there should be a book to register all marriages with the 
yillage munsiff. Even as births are registered, the marriages taking place should be 
registered in a separate book. It must be a simple means to register marriages. So also it is 
enough to publish in the gazette or in newspapers stating that so and so married so and so. 
All can understand that the marriage has taken place. There is no need for pomp and show. 
There is no need to spend lavishly for dinner, or music. By the savings in these ways, other 


girls in the family may be educated well, 


Today the self-respect marriages, rid of priestcraft and rituals are taking place in large 
numbers. The Brahmins have realised that this would be dangerous to : them. So they are 
making all Herculean efforts to twart the progress of our people. They have created more 
and more difficultles in getting the marriages registered. Normally it was enough if the girl 
was aged 15 years to marry a boy aged at least 19 years. Now both the boy and the girl 
should be aged above 18 years to get their marriage registered by law. Previously it was 
sufficient if intimation about the marriage was given before 15 days. After fifteen days of 
giving notice the marriages were registered. Now intimation should be given before 30 days 
and the marriage could be registered only on the 31st day. Previously the registration fee 
was only Rupee one. Now it has been raised to three rupees. In these ways unnecessary 


difficulties are being created by Brahmins. 


In this period of 30 days there are chances of many marriages being broken. Those who are 


opposed to this sort of priestless marriages naturally move earth and heaven to break the 


marriage. Relatives are triggered to: o intervene and spoil the intercaste marriages. 
Sometimes many marriages are spoilt. | would say that the law is there to protect only the 
old order. It is used more to impede the progress of our self-respect movement. This., is one 


instance like a Thermometer to measure the folishness prevalent in our society. 


Today, couples have to go to the Registrar to get... their marriage registered. In course of 
time it would be sufficient if a letter is sent to the registrar's office stating that 'We two have 


become husband and wife in life." 


In Russia and other places couples post, simply a card to get their marriage registered. 
Similarly if they do not like the husband they got divorce easily by simply writing a letter. 
They would intimate that they got separated. Such easy and simple reforms should be made 
here also. The system of registering marriages must be made absolutely free, simple, and 


compulsory. 


With these words | resume my seat wishing you a bright life with prosperity and plenty. 


Hindu Marriage Act (Madras Amendment) Act, 1967 


One of the major sociological changes introduced through the self-respect movement was 
the self-respect marriage system, whereby marriages were conducted without being 
officiated by a Brahmin priest. Periyar had regarded the then conventional marriages as 
mere financial arrangements and often caused great debt through dowry. The Self-Respect 
movement encouraged inter-caste marriages, replacing arranged marriages by love 


marriages that are not constrained by caste. 


It was argued by the proponents of self-respect marriage that the then conventional 
marriages were officiated by Brahmins, who had to be paid for and also the marriage 
ceremony was in Sanskrit which most people did not understand, and hence were rituals 


and practices based on blind adherence. 


Self-respect movement promoters argue that there was no reference to Thaali in the 
Sangam literatures like Tirukkural or Akananuru, which describe the Tamils' lifestyle during 
the Sangam era. The Hindu marriage ceremonies involving Brahmins are argued to be 
practices introduced relatively recently to increase the influence of Brahminism on Tamils' 


lives. 


Even though self-respect marriages have been practiced since 1928, initially these 
marriages just lacked a priest while the Hindu marriage events and ceremonies were 
followed. The first self-respect marriage that was totally devoid of any Hindu ceremony was 
the marriage of the prominent self-respect movement writer Kuthoosi Gurusamy with another 
prominent leader, Kunjidham, under the presiding of Periyaar on 8 December 1929.[22][23] 
The self-respect movement encouraged widow remarriage as well. Due to the prevalent 


practice of child marriage and very poor health facilities, there were a high number of widows 


in then society. Women like Sivagami Ammaiyar, who could be widowed at 11 years, were 
given a new lease on life by the widow remarriage principles of the self-respect movement. 


Consequently, the self-respect movement attracted a lot of women. 


Tamil Nadu became the first state (followed by U.T. of Puducherry in 1971) to legalize Hindu 
marriages conducted without a Brahmin priest. This was the first file signed by CM 
Annadurai when the DMK gained power in the 1967 Madras assembly elections. Annadurai 
sent the rule draft to Periyar and at his suggestion changed "and" to "or" in the law text 
which made the thaali/mangalsutra optional in marriages. This was implemented as Hindu 
Marriage Act (Madras Amendment) Act, 1967, introducing Section 7A, permitting 
Suyamariyathai (self-respect) and Seerthiruttha (reformist) marriages as legal when 
solemnised in the presence of friends, relatives or any other person by exchanging garlands 
or rings or by tying of a mangalsutra or by a declaration in language understood by both 
parties that they accept each other to be their spouse. The law was passed by the Tamil 
Nadu assembly on 27 November 1967, and was approved by the President on 17 January 
1968. This was officially announced in the gazette on 20 January 1968. The number of inter- 
caste and inter-religious marriages has increased in the state as a result of the self-respect 


movement. 


















967 : T.N. Act 21] Hindu Marriage (Tamil Nadu 631 
; Amendment) 


. 


TAMIL NADU] ACT No. 21 OF 1967. 


AMENDMENT) ACT, 1967. 


B {Received the assent of the President on the 17th 
p January 1968, first published in the Fort St. 
* George Gazette Extraordinary on the 20th 
January 1968 (Pausa 30, 1889).} 


me < 


Mn -Act further to amend the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, 
P: in its application to the [State of Tamil Nadu). 


BWHEREAS it is necessary to render valid suyamariyvathai 
br seerthiruththa marriages ; 
b 


, 


AND WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Hindu 
Marriage Act, 1955 (Central Act 25 of 1955), in its appli- 
tation to the *[State of Tamil Nadu] for the purposes X 
Fhereinafter appearing ; ie 3 
z a i 
$ 


~* 


Bi it enacted by the Legislature of the *[State of Tamil 
Nadu] in the Eighteenth Year of the Republic of India 
Pas follows :— 


Bt. (J) This Act may be called the Hindu Marriage Short tile aad s 
[Tamil Nadu] Amendment) Act, 1967. es 


Nade). 


These words were substituted for the word “Madras” by 
he Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969,us amended 
by the Tamil Nadu Adaptatior of Laws (Second Amendment) 
Order, 1969. 


%, 2 For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Fort Sf, 
George Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 17th July 1967, 
G Part I'y-Section 3, pages 67-68. 


es This expression wag substituted for the expression “State 
hf Madras” by the Tamil Nadu Adaptarion of Laws Order, 
1969, 2s amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of 
Baws (Sicond Amendment) Order, 1969. 
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‘Ixsertion of 2. After section 7 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 


new section (Centra! Act 25 of 1955), the following section shall be 
7-4 in Central 


Act 25 of 1955. inserted, namely :— 

7-A. Special provision regarding suyameriyathai 
and seerthiruththa marriages.—(Q) This section shall apply 
to any marriage between any two Hindus, whether called 
suyumariyathai marriage or seerthiruththa marriage or by 
any other name, solemnized in the presence of relatives, 
friends or oiher persons— 


(a) by each party to the marriage declaring in any 
language uncerstood by the parties that cach totes the 
other to be his wife or, as the case may be, her husband; 
or 


(b) by cach party to the marriage garlancwg the 
other or putiing a ring upon any finger of the other; or 


(c) by the tying of the thali. 


(2) (a) Notwithstanding anything contained in 
section 7, but subject to the other provisions of this Act, 
all marriages to which this section applies solemuzed 
after the commencement of the Hindu Marriage (*{Tamil 
Nadu] Amendment) Act, 1967, shall be good and valid 
in law. 


È) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 
7 or in any text, rule or inter pretation of Hindu law or any 
custom or usage as part of that law in force immediately 
before the commencement of the Hindu Marriage ('[Tami] 
Nadu] Amendment) Act, 1967, or inany other lawin force 
immediately before such commencement or in any judg- 
ment, decree or order of any court, but subject to sub- 
section (3), all marriages to which this section applies 
solemnized at any time before such commencement shail 
be deemed to ha ve been, with effect on and from the dete 
of the solemnization of each such marriage, respectively 
good and valid inlaw. pn 


(3) Nc thing contained in this section shall be deemed 
to— 








—Jf een 
1 These words were substituted for the word “Magras” by ti 
Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, iiaa AE y n 4 

Tamil Nacu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Ore 
1969. : 








. (a) render valid ans marrage re rm 
(b) of sub-section ¢ it ore the com 1 ! 
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Gi) such marriage has been dissolved un fi 
custom or law ; or 

(ii) the Women who wasa party to such m. tige 
“has, whether during or after the life of the other part 
thereto, lawfully marricd another; ot 





(b) render invalid a 
Hindus solemnizec 
ment, if such marriage was val 


marriage tween 
time before such 
that time ; O 


we 





commence- 


at 


a i 


m bet ween 


(c) render valid z 3 
time before such commence- 


Hindus solemnized at any 


mmu ge 
È 



















-second of the marriages referred to in the said sub-clause 
(ii). 
o — - —— r — a - + + > = 
1 These words were substituted forthe word “‘Mucras” by the 
MTamii Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by the 
Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 
. » + 


ment, if such marriage was in at that time on any 
` ground other than that it was not solemnized in acc yr- 
dance with the custom: rites und Ceremonies « the 
-pparty thereto 
Provided that nothing contained $ sub-sectic 
Bs shall render any person liable to any punishiaent what- 
t Ssoever by reason of anything done or omiticd to be dong 
j2by him before such comimencemen 
(4) Any child of the p ies to a lui rhage eli 
to in clause (6) of sub-section (2) bori uch, | riage 
shall be deemed to be then itimate chik 
Provided that in ı case lalling undi b-ciauste (i) 
sub-clause (1) Of clause (a) b-sect! ( uch chil 
was begotten before the date of the c clution of the 
marriage or, as the cesc may be, before the date of the 


